3/1/69 


Dear Gary, 


Oser did do an excellent job on Finck. H e even read between the lines 
very well, although I think I told him about this in either a memo or on ^19. 

The names he brought in not in the Sibert O'Neill report are strange to me* I 
asked Bud to see if he could have the directories checked. You comment is in 
accord with my belief, on effect, on limitations. 

Sprague is about to publish a pamphlet on the "tramp” pictures, from 
what ^ understand. I have tried to caution him. He believes only what he v/ants to, 
refuses to see what is uncongenial. Nothing else I cai do. Esch of the very posi- 
tive different identifications of the ssme people is absolutely it, and none oT 
the previous error in any way diminishes confident in the current "certainty'’ . 


However, I caution you against a too-readiness to consider too many 
"agents”. First, why have the necumbrsnce of an "agent” when r.ithout any of the 
complications those services are available free, on a volunteer basis? It i s in 
no v/ay necessary to have agents to know what we know. »*hen you get into mis- 
direction, then there is more reason, but the same truth applies. On Bud, first, 
youyou report his beliefs of an earlier era, when he was without doubt about 
Garrison and took him at face value; next, he made the major success in Washington 
possible, for without him we v/ould not have had it; and he made possible my r *ov. 
■fcripj which is hardly v/hat he would have done ss an "agent", with v/hst wss cooking 
that I did discover. Aside from my personal appraisal, these things I find per- 
suasive. Those things he believed were believed by virtually all, present company 
and probably Paul alone excepted. 


Again I caution you or Fred and Burton. Fred’s motives I do not doubt, 
but his is 8 Garrisonian judgement (nev; phrase). Burton is a very bright young 
man who is in a difficult period, is without doubt deeply embarrassed by his ovm 
poor judgement (which is also compounded by his previous unflinching devotion to 
Garrison), and is new sweating out a great disillusionment. u e ij 2 only 19, Gary. 

In the past year, unpleasant things have happened with him, but they reflect on 
his immaturity, lack of experience, ambition to be known and do something, not 
a basic lack of integrity . 'if Hal was at that meeting, v/e can depend on him for 
a solid appraisal, delayed somewhat by the theft of everything that could be 
sold that was in his apt., including his typewriter. I wish we were closer so I 
could lend him one. It makes me feel no better to know that my suspicions vier ® 
so warranted, especially because they were so immediate, ^is will increase the 
hate level in N.O. , much of whose money he spent. Every time I am right y 

find me more wrong. However, Jaffa is also strange, and I would li^ce more than his 

word that Rose is V/ilson. Meanwhile, there is no one in L, we can trust to o 
the learnina, save, perhaps, s few newsmen, with whom I will ta<e it up. If R ° a ® 
Wilson is working for Bob Brown, we can look forward to some juicy articles. I Jill 
not resent them one bit! Hemming would know, Howard might, and there is more chan 
Howard might tell the truth. Fred is a great hero about all this right now he d 
have vou believe. But where was he more than a year ago when 1 as.-ced his help on 
orecisely this, when we’d have had so many fewer diversions, when so much, so 

very much money would not have been pissed away. Even J im acknowledged tae y 

identity back in mid-January, when *ud and I were both with him, reclling some 
of the things R-Wndid and did not do that were assigned, looked me right in the 
eye and was without comment on how long ago (a year) I warned him, with pictu e . 

The story on the Jaffa "hicago^inneapolis trip is not new to me. My 
suggestion that you be consulted first apparently didn t reach them in. time or 
it was ignored because they knew batter, as have they not always? Do try and keep 
me costed on those insanities, if it does not interfere with your school work, 
have to face some consequences soon, hoards. 


cause we may 


